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Advocates on both sides of the abortion debate suggest that the selection must be between two stark options ‘pro-life’ and pro-choice’. Strong pro-life advocates claim that abortion is immoral (except perhaps in a few cases) because the fetus is a human from conception, while strong pro-choice supporters claim women must have the legal right to determine what happens “in and to their bodies”. It is against this background that the writer examines the morality of abortion.

Rather than the traditional biological approach, a philosophical approach is adopted to answer the big questions of: Who or what is a person? When does life begin? When does the fetus become a person? What is morality? When does the fetus begin to matter morally? Additionally, the health hazards, both psychological and physical, that may occur from an induced abortion are highlighted.

From a review of the existing literature, the writer discusses the opinions of Jamaican women and men about the morality of abortion and the circumstances under which they believe abortion is morally right.  The review suggests that abortion is neither morally right nor wrong, but is rather a personal choice, regardless of the circumstances under which he pregnancy occurs.

